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158 A SHAREM, surprsed and oo
. casionnlly stupified ¢lister of unli
mited mce ramps which ook towonrd
the 18964 season (fom the trembling ram-
parts of tho 193683 o rouil
That cirewil. fars may reo £ hasted o
startling List of boal scecidents, driver
ingeries and tharod repntins
Bemsinaing with the Alabama coce on
Toobes fammlarevilile Teigss A0 % cAm-
e showed apo Lo Bave i go at the
fosl ond fovoered Alige Ramdahl, Trkat
cralt with Bon Musson doving euali-
ficd ot 118500 mph ts preve che woo

denly hvdraulieed her Jow In a Deyser
ol aprav. Slovak was slamned 1neor-
scinds through the debris, rescued from
underwater entanglemsnt by Wihrnes
Gardner and teanspored Lo hospital
care where facial laceritions: and
broken ankle wem lisod terious bt
nat eritien |

The Sealair Regatta on Seattle™s Lake
Wasainglomn Fell hee p G the startling and
nostalgic announcement of Thriflway's
rotleerment lrom compoell tioe, (8 eowrse
it higel o aappen semetime. There wen:
ever tho:o who inziates the rotiromert

BARDAHL THROWS THE
HIGHEST ROOSTERTAIL

By KEileen Crimmir

SHATOE @Y ROE S amED

# Aohind theiw floshing tuili, thawn of left ond right, rive sasn mors Fomow

raantoitaili, Can you identfy them? Turn poge for the omwers

fast, then raced 51 ar avorage of L.
6 mph 1o win the race ard prove she
swns carrect by Fasara

Al Delroits Gald Cop Begatta, hew-

guar, it woe Mice Thriftway going ar
hor fifta Gold Cup tille that was ihe
Masl, Govored  oddson Givorbis W owlon,
Why moe? The formicdable camg hefd
virmally “every unlimitod reccrd for
spesd and £l unlimied eocords e
anduranee.

Eut the fifth-win hopes of dovers Eill
Muncey and TRrEITwoY were sashsd
dowvn the drxinage of two roostertoils
liberally applicd during the . initial
secomids of Lhe event. Miss Bavdahl want
on W win snd Thrillway Mnithod an
incredinle aixih!

With Thrifoway waterlogged ont of the
hard running in Gold Cap the July 2728
Diamord Cup Regatta on Loke Cooru
d*Alene, Idaho rose ool of wisal peo-
postion to Bacome a fest mee belween
Thriftway and Bardshl, Was Bardahl
caaahle of consistently besling the
fnred veleron ecompaigner, and if s,
what fentnstic now heighis of competi-
tiva parformance would fans sfew he
remainder df the saas=on?

Meilher question was answerod e
Bardahl foll preyie mechanleal troubie
during the race and wae met avan Hated
among Jmizhers, Bot ¢ precacoquolify:
ing tine of 110421 mph maintoincd
Bardabl's repulation as a last eralt

Muneey wind Tioifway son the Dla-
mand Cup but it was the soaring 118
speod and shocking Exidc accdent in
the fimel heot thet made the event mom-
arahlae,

With 31ewek in Exide pounding hes de
Muncey in Thriftway, the Exide sud-

wasovernloe Yol e aoromalished Tact
was hard Lo aazorh —unlimibed racings
1on =amn would eepse campaignng &1
Sealnir's ond,

Almost simulinneouwsly the Exide
camp annoinced purchese of motivod
Wahon in replace their destroynd rrnfl.
o it was lo=e aone Zamh one a5 Lthis trs-
ditivn q'_l‘rJ.'J'hrrE'aL"il_iJ11l..:I-\..Il'dl".ll hh’ll!q_?_ll
elevent boats (o the starling line

Tkreltway roarced ta o aew heal recard
of 113,560 wph then, experiencing
mechanicnl trowbls, dicd onthe course
and was lovweld inte the pits and refive
TR

A sgquzl]l delayed racing abogl two
nours, afior which o qpick labulalion
aof point totals showed Bordahkl and
Inhoe Moss pitted agalist ofe Anoiier
to caplure e final qesl and race.
Tohoe Miss made i1y six seconds whilke
eslablishing o new 45 mile race record
of 108,447 mph,

Between Scalair ond Madisom Tl
anas Governor's Cup Regatla, Ang, 31
Sepl 1, the anfimited word sigTered
three serlous blows, Mariner Ton Bl
up. injuring Mar Hendricks: Conti-
nendal Airlinesz beached Ezlde driver
Mira Slorak and Bardasl flipped induwr-
ing Fan Mussan,

Thews acritdiants prosaped no perfor
e o recl L eed IIE"I'rl.'II'mHJl".'l'.' hr these
compes: Mariner Tos was Indoad unabla
to anpeas, bul Exide, sucprizingly, with
Eall Braw ot the helm won the rooe and
Bardahl #ith Don Wilses in the encknpit
placed thid,

It was ol this point that the 1963 sea-
son el apart, et e caiapaiEaens
conld oot forcsee This Fuluee. So they
pus kedd B0 the Potemac Eor the Sepl. 14



15 President’s Cup Hegatts and there
met their first full weather defeat.

Only two heats were staged before
rain caneeled the race. Miss Exide was
awarded thewin on the Basiy ol elapsed
timein her heat, Her :i'cl::l.':igué-[:u:l:':l WEIE
104,655 mph. [nteresting o note that
Gale V. winner of the only other heat,
averamed 104,810 mph to prove that
0ES seconds of lopfing rels vou naowhierse
in unlimited Cireles!

There was one moreg rice to go;
Harrah's Tahee Hepatia at Siateline;
Mevada, Sept. 28, Naturally it was ineon.
ceivable that this Flosay event also
should have weather trouble. Dwo races
in a row would be too much

It was. Much tod much. And twa in a
raw. The weather smashed a (ive-hest
day down o three and gove Bardahl her
third and final win of '63. In order 1o
seore anyihing at all Heals 2A and B
had o be voided: Heats 1A and B fsund
Gale V and Bardahl tied on points, so
Bardahl won on elapsed time,

It was not what fans orracers desceribe
az-a pala Tinish to o thrllling seazson, In
facl, the season might well have becn
titled “Clreait of Confusion.” The lore
poing T-race summary i5 merely the
skefoton of ‘63 unlimited gacing.
Fleshed in anecdotes and incidents 20
comimaon o unlimiteds and beloved by
fans the Cireail of Confusion eould add
v and Consternation,”

Afer all, thers was the matter of
deiver Don Wilsan saying harsh things
ahaut and to driver Warpner Gardner, 11
had to do with Gardner's roostertoil
somehow leaying Gardner’s transom G0
land in Wilsoen's lag, Tt is ane thing to do
thiz quietly, quite anolher to do (b in
headlines. Sa both drivers ware Tof
mallecensured by APBA officials,

Later, top contender of the year, Bar-
dahl. rounding & turn fell over on itz
hack with Ron Musson in the cockpit.
When righted the boat suifered only
mingr damage, bt Musson was hos-
pitalized with several broken rihs,
ended up inn enst and out ol racing for
the rest of the scnson, Don Wilzon
settled behind Bardahl's wheel

And there was ineredible saga of the
wonder boat of the year Miss Exide,
After beineg newly consirueted in
Spring, launched and chrisiened with
mueh fanfare and publicity, then raced
1o Fifth place in the Gold Cup the unfor
tunate crafl demolished herself in @
straighi-a-way spring at Diamond Cup,

With driver Slovak injured and the
boat beyvond repair, the Exide carear
seemed finished.

Mot so. Out of mothballs came Wahoo,
Slavak’s Tormer unlimited ateed whon
gwner Bill Boeing followed the circuit
Wahoo wias renamed Miss Exide and
Russ Schlech plucked from his Cali
fornia work to deive the craft in Seafair,

Slovak would recoperate on the beach
bt wanld, of concse, deive the Maddison
race and all 1he rest.

(h =0t Oh, no. Slovak's emplovers.
Contlnental Airlines, apparently Felt
any alrplane engines Slovak wanted to
gperate should be operated not on
waber but in air. Faced with o race-or
My choiee, Slovak chose flyving.

That 1=l Miss Exide driverless until
Bill Brow, steady competitor in limited
racing but also experienced in un-
limiteds, was offered the Exide cockpit.
Brow, askillful legd-foot, chonged Exide
o Para eonseeiutive victories mmol B
gqualifier of the Tahoe race before the
seaann petered oul

Ranking fourth nationally and win-
ning two events inoa first season is an
excollont record for a new camp. There-
fore, it was doubly surprising when the
Exide Battery Company announceed
withdrawal of sponsorship in 64!
Reconsideration is possible, bul mean-
while owners Milo and Glen Stoen
counierannounced their inlemtion to
campoign the former Wahoo/Exide,
sponsar or ng spenszar, The name, it's
assumed, will be changed.

Certainly the “sweetheart” hoal of the
sengan (if a 12-cylinder, 100 mph, 6,000
., 30 ft. 8 in. craft can apnswer to the
deliceey 0f the word) was Tempo.

Aptly nomed, gracefully built lor Guy
Lombarde by Les Staodacher. Tempo
was campaigned by Bermie Little with
Boh Hehroeder driving, A fourseater
plensure hydro, Tempo gave gluests i
iaste of 04 mph speeds and an inkling
of the physical batterning taken by every
pnlimited deiver

Even Astronaul Gordon Cooper toenk
a spin, orbiting the Scalnie course at a8
somewhat lower aliiluwde than he's
orbiled the earth.

The M and M boatls, Mariner and Madi-
son wreeked themselves oul of the sea-
son. But ltwas left to the Miss 1.5, camp
to display the abtimate expression of
discontent and gquit the spord. Il's 4
severe loss, Owner George Simon and
hits Aliss 115, bhosts have been steady,
tough campaigners, One oraft, Miss LS
I hiolds the present world straighl-s-wiy
murk of 200419 mph

In addition, the camp [eaves ln-
limited racing in the same vear thal a
court decision upheld their excellont
usame of their boats in public relations
and advertising programs and their
expense wrileofl as such,

Simon and his 1.5 Equipment Com
pany proved what unlimiteds have
sepriw kel albout [or vears —thatl a spon
0078 (G owner's) cxpenses aro legiti
mate business costs when a boalb is
properiy ased bo publicize a product o
busincss.

Vet guitting the sport when winning
in court must provide this camp with
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1963 UNLIMITED HNAL STANDINGS
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{11 MISE BARDAHL
= Ehuring llri'rinﬂ hangr for
the fomed Bordahl "E;'Iu'l:rrl"du:-
iny e TRE3 swasen were Ron
WMusson and Dan Wilion, After
Jiletiag the tep unlimted oof
che Erst o fsur roces, Muson
suffared Five erazked ribs in o
Tip. wilion plicked up the he ms-
man dhare during the remainiag
three event. Bordahl won the

1943 Gald Cup.

(3} CALEY
i Heady, cansistent Bill Cantrell
drove Gaole ¥, “"Cadillac of Un.
I'mitecs™ te 4 pocond ploces ond
c third durirg the circuit to wind
up gampened e il |lilH|| puind
svandiags. Tie Gele ¥ s knewn
ta unlinited fans throeghout the
country bacauis the Boof mokes

mosb every rogo an the unlimited
ealendor.

(3) TAHOE MISE
* winer of the Jeowlc Soobair
ond third in the owerall stasd-
fape,  “erhaar Mhiee wne the saar
Fﬂ-ﬁerlut beot of the 1943 Un-
mited fiald. Tha big, Besfy
hull is squipped «ith o Threaty

teg-stage b awer ayiten. Driver
Churk Thomasan, In addisien s
taking the Sealair, mawaged o
third ot ke Oerait E‘gguln,
halel duly Tk,

(41 MIES EXIDE
® The Mz Exldo asmps romd
two diffesert huls pilsted by
three diffeent deiver,  AfFor
Ihy newly-built Ezide wos de-
ikayed in tho final hect of the
[T | ':'up, the Exidc toom
azquired the tormer Wiahaoa bl
angd re-chrissened it Mis Exide.
Fallérsing  Biz  injury, driver
Mirg Slevak refired at the “sug-

aEsilan’ af by emoloyvers

{5) MOTRE JAME

= W'l i Fien putesliolFHobody
really tnows just how goad this
Unlimited con be. She ranges
fram lead in positian 1o back of
tte pack. Far exemple of f5e
Gualernwille Gowwrmor's ='-|F'|'
HMotre Do {ill;l-lﬂ:! & #lsang
second. In other regarta during
tke 43 seommn she Finbbed in
dih, &th, and 8th ploes.
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&) TEMPL
= Bullr far Guy Lambards by jel
ata Lle Stouvdacher. Tampo &
certainly ane aof the most unigus
crafl thot has ever compoigred
the  Uslmited elrewit. It 1z o
Fapr-sesier  “"pleaigre”  hydre,
Whan runnifAg in Faga g tha
three de=ply net eecupied by
driver worn awesred wilih cpocial
R pE-en :urrlpi CowErs Temp-:.
ran wol in mad avents enfered,

(FI IS THRIFTWAY

= After nine yeors of rugged
campoigning, the famaus Mis
Thriftwey hod something les
than o suocesslul 1963 seoson,
Racing inder the helm of the top
race driver Bill Mencey, Thrit-
woy compated in only rhree
evants, winning one. Following
the  stariling ond woestolgic
arssumament of ihe reblromon
af Miss Thriftway if wos under
wlaadd hat Muncey  plam s
drive arather ualimited.

(8} 4 BILL
¢ £ Bill wos roced by Marn
Emnj. :rqll:l ;}md q.rrr.'l-r=1=n5
spEed on oomalon Be overoll
performance woz nat depend
ablo. If mere bige can be werk-

ed out of this unlimted she
may moko o brter 1854 thow
ing, There is ittle doubt fhet
she has the pawar Fln-lun!ilhi fla
hip the wll-oyl ypeeds reguicogd
ta plare condstontly well s
the circuil

(9 EAGLE ELECTRC
® Farmar Miz Spokong, the
Fagle Electric had exzcallem
sprgd end wes fiest inte the cos
mer  Aumsercut 1imes, Bul  dha - : ]
wmally ploced 3, 4 ar &, QOr, an il LE e - &
P LT :'Hlpll;.-_l.lll:'-- Bl = = 5 = e = L —s
oge plin several mojor ncciden® T ;
tag hor o on wiknown quantitg, 15 L8 A ﬁ‘f;‘hfm{{jgifftﬁﬁ
A1 Diomand Cup the shaft and =
struts fore loose, |:||:|-:||:1-ing her
for the remoinder of the event.

(10) TEMPEST
* b jun't beyond rhe realm cof
possibibity that the oultanding
dark herme eampatirar in tha g
tire Unlimited field iy Tempey.
Drrivan h:f' Chusk Hi;h.l'ngi Tarr-
pest showed sfromg  solenticl
du"? the fow fimes the oo
peted, The caff camerns  ee-
l:l_-udingl'r' wall amd it t:pu!:-lﬂ el
high ipeed Hewguar, ths come
paignas pormodically, thus misuem
Bwing bep calibar competition,
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* Bernie Liftle, awnee af Tempa, spen houn ot eoch roce fakin * Chuck Thompson, below, drose Tohas Miss hard and fast during
guests for rides in hiy grafl. Mem he sxploins o doshtoord diol 1733, Shown hers o Ssafal, shs won dhor gvenn ofier soms
ta Actronout Gordon Cooper whe helned Temps Brielly. Regulor  bouncing, kiting, floating momems that had efficials fingering
driwagr Babs Sebreador, right renr, nppeart ba hute rrjoEed ride their smergency §lore gue.

N L
b=t T 4

& Eik
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= Pit activity drows mojor spectotar aftenlian in pre-race days
At Seotair the 5 Bill recejved Ihnrﬂdgll alientien frem har erew

Bardahl Throws The
Hizhest Roostertail

{continted From poge 70

chuekles ol irony.

As Tor Waotre Dame, Lhis middle-pack
runmer pever achleved her expecied
potential, nor has harmony alwavs
roigned in her camp, It wos not foo sur-
prising to foed Gith-ranking Notre Dame
suddenly appear i Sealtle.

The Dame was furned aver Lo the ley-
ing eare ol former Thriltway crew. cliel
Jack Hamsey, An enginge change was
forecast. Bill Muncey planned to et as
test driver before and alter alterations.,
Retired Thriltway eguipment also wais
placed at the dispesal of Notre Dame
It logked like rosy dayvs ahead for the
crisft.

Untortunately, the rosy glow Luried
to flame. Fire destroved the cockpil and
much equipment while Muncey test-ran
the eraft. Muneey, pumping cockpit
extinguisher toward the fuel-fed in-
ferne, was no match for high-test avis
tion fas: When the extinculsher
cmply Muncey boarded a eratt from
dett’s Marina, Fire-hghting equipment
shaard this boat extinguizhed a1 Dame
o A minules

waos

rpogently, no prediction has heen
maael e albout Notre Lhime’'s re-comnsire-
tign ar new eenstrueiion

And ps if driver fosses and bhoatl mor
fality on and off the course is nof
erough, the possilility iz strong that the
circuit may lese 4 major B4 -
brece yourself - Seafair?

A mounting series of dissatislactions
climaxed thiz Fall when Sealtle lost the
W Gald Cupe bridl to Diefroil. First Ehere
was a4 wall about repatta costs and
logses; then consternation aboul what
event eould be substituted as o climax
Lo the 10-day Seafair Celebration: and
finally, resolube appoiniment of a 10
man commities 1o “study the feaaibility
af staging an unlimited hydroplane race
here next summer.”

Feasilbilite? I after 13 vears of excil-
ine Sepfair Reogatias, doubi exists as to
their “feasibility” perhaps iU's time
Seattle, unlimited camps and fans and
all powerbosl racing Enew about il

Aaned that iz whers e unlimiteds are,

Fadi i

High and dry between the wrockage of

bpats, plana, driver injuries and camp
problem: of 196¢ and the oncoming tide
of eampmign =irategy, obiveinl decizions
and races (they hoped of 1964

while Maotre Dame, recdy 1o go, lies unotended. Mote special
wans lor frampart af spere eguipment and engines.

1863 UNLIMITED RACE SUMMARY

Guntersviile, Alobamm Goesngr’s Cup Rogat
. a; Jenn 2 Top  Dhealifies Mg Boroon)
V25000 mph, Ordnr ol Finale: Miss Bordohl

H.II'-: Dame, Gal

1 I". higgean; Galgd Cup Regams) July 7

M Therdmweny, B 1t2dedl mph

i Mgy Bardehl, Gole W, Tohes

fims. Modre Dame, Slas E.l.:l.'il.'. Pehias Thirddweary,
TF-’"'II' 1. Ragis, b, . Bl Chip

dralons, Idako; Diomond Cup Fegoina
Iy .I-.- 728, Top Quotdier: Miss Bardakl 118421
mph, Opdar al Finish, Mas Thittwoy, Tomposs,
filie Exide, SBill, Tempe, MNote Doms. Tohos
fhing

Sttt W |,|. r.ula-‘-
Il fap ':.:l- alifie

Soeafoer Begosta; August
Thrdeway, 117052 l—-|:-h
Oreler ol Finiske Tohes Miss, Misz Bordohl, Miss
Exicdo, Tempa, Mias Loghe ecinc Tt
s -|'I-||MI|I. Modra Dame

M s, Indipng; Govermor's Cup Regotio
#iuguet 21 Ser, 1o Top Qlalifler Nooe, Order
ol Fenish: Mg Exde, Gole ¥, Misy Borclall, Blos
O, A Mooaon

Waskingion, [T President’s Cup  Eog
Sep, 14405 Top Qualfies  Hans, Qoo
Finigh: Miee Exiche, Gake W fwaarhes cans| T.

Stotalines; Blown Huarrak's Tahos Hg g ovra;
Sepd, 39, Top Chealifion: M Earher, F12.578 mph
Creler @l Finishe Stiss Baordohl, Gole V {weatbar
Lianesd aean)

[= L]
al

164 FINAL HIGH POINT STANDINGS

Miiss Bardehl - 19631 Malional High Point Unlirmi
tod Chomsien; Gale ¥, Tobhoo Mgy, Migs Exica
Matre Dome, Temos, Mg Theifrasars, 5 BB, Aisy
Eagle Eleztne, Tomposk, M Madison, Blus Chep
Mlss Michigan, Fa I, Mss & Regls
Fascimotion, Sech Grnt, WS W, Manner Too,

Alee L |

sEineitn
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