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Winnar &f the Gold Cup was in doubt until the very snd. Herae
(foreground to shorelinet Madison, U.S.V, Bardahl, and Tahoe
begin their first hegt and their seesaw due! for the hardware.

oeTORER, 1964

hen thé mlimited hydroplanes met back in

July #n' the Detrait River to decide the 1964
American Pawer Bosl Associstion Challenge (Gold|
Cup. the prophets were out in force. A prediction of
the outcome. #mply supported by many plausible
reasone, could be bad from any stranger, and from
the regular rdeg buffs without even asking.

Evervbady was wrong. Oh, there were those who
did pick Miss Bardahi to win, but they had changed
their opinions before the final heat. Notre Dame, the
sentimental Tavorite, lost her chance by dislodging a
buoy in hersecond heat, and the glorious picture of a
cleangweep by Tahoe Miss was cruellv destroyed min-
ules before the gun wenl off for the final match,

It was an incredible race from any pointl of view:
the Gold Cup was in doubt one second before the ast
boat finished the last heat. In her first heat, Wiss
Buiweiser hooked her sponson on the light east turn,
pitehing driver Bob Schroeder out of the eockpil
without doing him or herself any great harm. In the
same race, Blue Chip, with Fred Alter driving, lost the
sheathing from his starboard sponson. but finished
the heal without further incident. Don Wilson, in
Mz IV S, F, |1=.]1.n1'h=:1 the bow of hiz hoat went over
the stern of Gale F, driven by Rex Manchester, in

FLASH
Ron Mussen and Miss Bardahl hove added the
Secfair Trophy fo their impressive list of 1564 vie-
tories,

On Auvgust 9, with o record.breaking crowd look-
iy o, Museon and the "Grean Dragon roored
ground  Lake Woashinglon at Seattle, Wash., ond
edged out Miss Exide. lo win the race by two-tenths
of & seeond. Early Enishers wers:

1. Miss Bardabl, Secttle, Wash.—driver Hon Musson
%, Miss Exide. Sedflle, Woeh.—driver Bill Brow

3. Miss Madison, Madison, Ind. —driver Gesrge Byers
4. Tahoe Mise, Loke Toboe, Nev.—driver Chuck

Thompson
5. Notre Dame, Seattle, Wash.—driver Bill Muacey
6. Eagle Electric. Sectlle, Wash.—driver Norm Evans

A highlight of the exciting rase octurred in the
socond heat, Gale V., o Detroitbosed boat, cought
fire and driver Jerry Schoenith wos thrown into the
water, luckily escoping major injuries but eliminatisg
him and the bogl lrom the roce,

heat 24, when both craft swerved to starboard to
avoid collizion with a third-——but the only result was
seratehed paint. Cale I came perilously close to the
north shore when Norm Evans in Wiss Eagle Electric
forced Gale way outside, an action considered rough
driving {earning Evans a dizqualification in heat 3B}
and again stretching luck to an unbelievable point.
Heat 3A was stopped and restarted when a 26°
pleasure cruiser parted her anchor line and drifted
onto the course in the []El.thﬁ of Muopzson and J'ﬂLlﬁUE}',

With death on a holiday, the crowd estimated at
250,000 could focus attention on the intricate possi-
bilities presented before the final and decisive heat.

cordinued on prge 0
|



Gold Cup Race

continged from page 37

Thus far, the big winner of the day was Taloe Miss,
driven by Chuck Thompson, who won all three of
hiz heats. Ron Musson, in Bardeh!, had taken two
heats and a second place behind Talioe MWiss in an-
other (there are only three heats before the final,
but each is run in two sections because of the laree
number of hoats).

Under the AP.B.A. Point System for Scoring
Unlimiteds—400 for first, 300 for second, 225 for
Ihird, 169 for fourth, 127 for ffth and 95 for sicth
—Tahoe Miss hod 1200, Bardafl had 1100, and third
was Miss Exide. driven by Bill Brow, with 900,
Roundingz out the top six, all of whom had the right
lo go into the final, were Misz Madizon, Buddy
Dyer, 825, Till Cantrell in Miss Smdonef], 675 and
Dion Wilson in Miss .5, F, 563,

Talipe Miss had to he considered the favovite at
this point. Thompson, one of the best and most ex-
pericnced drivers on the circuit, handled her superb-
Iy all dav, and the boat responded like a bullet. Most
of the time she clung beautifully 1o the water, look-
ing and running as new az she was. It was clearly
up o Musson to stand on Buordahl for all she was
worth. He had to win the final in order 1o tie Tahoe
in points, The crowd azumed and expected a duel
between Thompson and Musson, and there is no
doubt both men were not prepared to vield.

Under the point system, a tie is broken by the high-
eel averaoe EPHEI']. T!‘I(JmPEhﬂ had about a 15-zecond
edg_;e over Muszon, so the Bardall driver, if he did
succeed it taking the final, had to do it at least 13
seconds ahead of Thompson, sssuming Tahoe would
wind up second,

It was now time for the five-minate gun.. The
roostertailz revved up but Chuck Thompson was hay-
ing trouble with Tahoe Miss. He went back to the
pits for a hasty check which revealed nothing, Under
unlimited rules. he had to be running when the one-
minute gom sounded.

Far 60 seconds before the start the sleek Talioe
strained to get up steam, You could almost touch the
energy of the silent crowd’s encouragement as the
peaple stood, and wailed, and started to hope.

When the hig £un fired for the start, itz effect
was stunting Chuck Thompson was a mile and a
half from the starting line, limping along, hut lowly
picking up speed. The Detroit waterfront was Mud-
ville and the mighty Casey had struck out.

Then came the weird part. When Muszon hit the
line, he realized Tahioe was in trouble. He started
adding numbers and figured if he took third place
for 225 points, giving him a total of 1325, he'd have
the cup. It was a foolish decision because it was
predicated on Tabee finishing last, earning only 95
points for a total of 1205, Miss Exide, alveady in
the lead and destined to win the heat, could not total
miore than L300,

What Musson dide’t figure was the long-shot
possibility of another chance for Tahoe Miss, ome
thal materialized along toward the fourth lap. Mue.
gon had settled comfortably into third place behind
Fxiile and Miss Madison, with about half a mile be-
tween Bardahl and Exide.

o0

Suddenly, the crowd came alive with the possi
bility that Chuck Thompson might just catch Don
Wilson, in Miss U5, V, who was holding fifth. Wil
gon’s boal was not up to par when she came out for
the Gold Cup. Tt was a fourth-place hoat at best,
running averazes hetween 87 and 90 mph. With
each lap, Tahoe had gained. From 58451 mph for
the fiest three-mile lap, Thompson had brought his
averaze speed up to 87.213 mph at the end of the
fourth lap.

Miss Exide; Miss Madisen, Mizs Bardahl and Miss
Smirnefl erossed the finish line in that order, but
Burdah! still did not have the cup. For the next 30
seconds, it was Don Wilson who controlled the Gold
Cu].'-. Chuck 'rh(r:!'l[.l:wu nas l.lﬂul‘.:ﬁng twward the line
probably doing more than 100 mph, fast catching
T

The mob roarad az both crossed almost at the same
time. but Don Wilson held filth place with a fraction
of a second and 30 feet to spare. in effect, winning
the Gold Cup for Bardahl,

It was 30 close that Chuck Thnmlmrm, EIL‘L"k;rI{!" a
Gold Cup for 20 years. 1]’“][]5!”: he had caught Wil-
son, many spectators thouzht he had too, until the
loudzpeakers quickly blaved Bardohf the winner.

Later, Chuck Thompson could not believe he had
lost the cap. He said he looked at Wilson's bow as
he passed him and was sure he nosed Wilsan' out.
TE]F judgﬁ'ﬁ r];sagnm.

There 15 a great deal of room for error with boats
moving in excess of 150 feet per second on a
straichtaway. The poessihility for error is com-
pounded when one boat is moving much faster than
the: other—not to mention the confusion of the white
water thrown up by roostertails. There was little
womder the events of the afternoon amd the decision
left the Tafoe camp hewildered,

Had Tafoe Miss won the cup, there is litle doubt
that Harrah's Club, the boat’s owner, would have
earnestly sought to stage the next Gold Cup Race
on Lake Tahee, Stateline, MNev. Ever since Bill
Harrah joined unlimited racing in 1961, he has kept
his operation on the highest level. While Stateline,
Mew., could EF.IEii]:.-' have authid any I:"'Ltjr on the cur-
rent schedule for the Gold Cep race, Harrah has
exhibited hiz own brand of sportsmanship in this
regard.

Certainly Seattle will push hard to zet the race,
That city, home port of Bardahl and other Gold Cup
winmers, has not had a Gold Cup race since 1959,
Yet it can runa Gold Cup race hetter than any town,
turning out up to 00,000 spectators.

The Spirit of Detroit Association probably will
not give up the race without a fight. The orzaniza-
tion seems to have a lot of savve in fund raising,
}mrmlLLing_ it to ofler uuusuatl}' |1iE]‘I purses. The
unlimited commission has been giving prime con-
sideration to highest kid, but hig pursez do not al-
ways make a good race. It is move important to run
a race with people who know what they are doing:
can do it efficiently and reliably. Detroit still must
learn how to guard the pits properly,.and facilitate
the flow of information to the press area. b
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