3 in a row for Ron Musson and Miss Bardahl
mékes this man-boat combo the winningest
of all in the long history of —

If a regatta starts with the high point hoat (Notre
Dame] becoming first qualifier, then goes on with the
previous race winner (Miss Exide) setting a new qualify-
ing and world speed record and finishes with the latter
boat burning to oblivion and the former losing the win
because of the Mames—if that's how it goes you have a
capsule description of the 57th Gold Cup Regatia.

If, in addition, the regatta then is won by the only
driver-boat team (Musson-Bardahl) to win three consec-
utive Gold Cups, you have an evenl that becomaos slightly
overwhelming with firsts and onlys.

Always a race of high tension, beach-and-course
heartbreak, multiple ironies and countless incidents, this
year's Gald Cup Regatta held August 8 on Seattle’s Lake
Washington continued all historic traditions and added
a few for the future,

Of a 15-boat field, 12 participants qualified with star-
tling regularity. Notre Dame opened qualifying with a
107 mph speed soon bettered by following boats. Then
10th qualifier Miss Exide posted a 120,356 mph three-lap
average to break Maverick's previous Gold Cup record
of 119.956, as well as set a new one-lap record of 120,536

“to better the former 120,267 mph.

. Final qualifying speeds Ffound Miss Madison at
115.139; 1.5, ¥, 114.407; Bardahl, 113.524; Natre Dame,
112.971; Mariner Too, 111,340; Roostertail, 111.187:
Tahoe Miss, 111.035; Miss Lapeer, 109.238; Smirnoff,
109.164; Such Crust, 108.871; Miss San Diego, 108.506;
with alternates Savair's Mist, 107.356: Budweisar,
106.606; Savair's Probe, 104,113, On race morning, San
Diego withdrew,

The draw pul Miss Exide, Madison, U.S, V, Mariner
Too, Roostertail and Tahoe Miss into a blistering start
with Warner Gardner in Mariner Too leading into the
first turn, Bill Brow in Exide and Chuck Thompson in
Tahoe Miss were light behind. In the first turn of lap two
Exide took the lead, Tahoe Miss moved into second and
Mariner settled for third ahead of Madison, 1.8, V and
Roostertail.

When Mariner died in lap three the parade order of
finish was maintained. However, in a lurn duel helween
[L5. V and Roostertail, Jerry Schoenith lost his turn
radius and flew up the U.S, V spray tail for a spectacular
moment guickly over, safely terminated.

Exide's winning speed average was 112,172 mph to
establish a new Gold Cup Heat record.

Heat 1B saw Ron Musson lead wire to wire with
108.561 mph. Rex Manchester in Notee Dame moved into
second spot ahead of Miss Lapeer and Norm Evanas. Thig
team held off Bill Cantrell in Smirnoff until lap four
when Cantrell passed Lapeer in the backstretch, Savair's
Mist and Such Crust finished five and six,

Heat 2A put Notre Dame ahead stoart o finish in as
confused a start as unlimiteds have seen recently. When
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milling for position U8, V and Lapeer collided to inflict
damage on both hulls. Only Netre Dame and Exide
charged ncross the start, Lapeer headed for the crowd
pn shore while U.5. V and Sueh Crust bogged on the
straight,

By lap two Exide was ailing and fourth, Notre Dame
had hooked in the upper turn but remained first, Lapeer
hadl returned to the pits and Such Crust was second! At
the heal finish Notre Dame was within 1,000 feel of
lapping Exide and the head-shaking heat was over. Av-
grage Hme, 100,087 mph.

Heal 213 saw scrapping between Bardahl and Tahoe
Migs, Smirnolf and Mariner Too, Tahoe Miss led three
laps before yielding first place o Bardohl, Madison
maintained a steady third while Mariner Too won fourth
place from Smirnolf,

MNaotre Dame won a duel with Smirnoll to establish and
hold fiest place in Heal $A, Madisen moved {rem {ourth
to second, L1LS, V placed third, Such Grust fourth, and
smirnoff finally crept under Ihe wire in Inst place—a
rugged, jouncing ride from first to last in four laps.
Madison, il must be noted, was only three seconds be-
hind Notre Dame at the final streteh duel for the finish)

Heat 3B restored exhibition tendencies to unlimited
racing as LExide led wira to wire with Bardahl second
all five laps, Tahoe Miss thivd, Roostartail fourth, Bud-
weiser fifth and Mariner Too sixth, What felieved the
monotony was the pressure Bardahl put on Exide and
the discouraging fact that all boats exgepl Exide jumped
the gun, were flagged a penalty lap, but were spread so
badly no position changes could be made.

Into the Final Heat Bardahl and Nolre Dame were
tied for points—1100, Exide had posted 969; Tahoe Miss,
825; Madison, 750 and LS. V, 819, Such Crust was
allernate with 564, To win a third consecutive Gold Cup
Hardahl had only (o best Notre Dame ar finish secand
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The Gold Cup ... ™

to Exide, if Exide headed Notre Dame. Exide could not
win al all. Notre Dome had 1o win the heat to win over-
all. Madigon, though sixth overall, had, by the way,
posted the best elapsed time of the entive’race!

1l was Exide, Bardahl and Notre Dame in a scorching
sprint for the firatl turn. Exide pulled up the backstretch
in the lead, but only slightly. Bardahl quickly was headed
by Notre Dame as a backsiretch explosion put Exide in
the infiold with a stack or engine fire, As the field passed.
Exide bupned brightly. Driver Bill Brow was seen in
silhouette standing on the boat's deck. As rescue crafl
moved ing Brow jumped into the water and the race
was slapped,

Exide flamed [uriously for nine minules before the
fire was conirolled by patrol boats.

The ve-run of the Final maintained the first lap and
the final Tap with Bardahl leading, Notre Dame second
followed by Tahoe Miss, Madison, 1.5, V and allernale
Such Crust ifth, Notre Dame, just one position away
from a Gold Gup win, pressured Bardahl 100 feet astern
hut could not head the leet crall,

For Musson and Bardahl i1 was the third consecutive
Gold Cup win with the same hoat and driver. For Rex
wmanchester it was the third Gold Cup snatched from his
grasp by @ gourse aceident. For all who witnessed the
qualifying runs and competitive action, it was memo-
rahle.

Bul then, Gold Cup alwavs 5.

Barralling into o Gold Cup tuen is Notre Dame ond driver
lex Manchester on the way te second overall in the roce.

Jorry Sehoenith rides his wood-and-sten] Hoostertail up the S
VOporous {unrl. origingl| roostertall streaming oul bohind

Miss L8 M as Roy Duby wrestles her inlo o turn.p

The winning Miss Bardahl, with: Ron Musson at her holm,
scroams glong Lake Washington pust Gold Cup crowids.

Ron Musson

Final overall results-

Miss Bardahl came in first with 1500 points.
MNotre Dame second with 1400 points.
Tahoe Miss third with 1050 paints,
Miss Exide fourth with 269 polnts.
Miss LS, Gth with 788 paoints.

Miss Madisan 6th with 750 points.
Such Crust IV 7th with 691 points.

Miss Smirnoff Bth with 479 points,
Gale's Roostertail 2th with 296 points.
Mariner Too 10th with 264 points.

Miss Lapeer 11th with 169 points.
Savair's Mist 12th with 127 polnts.




