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Bardahl Wins Lake Tahoe
By Phil Cole

Miss Bardahl, helmed by the biggest money
winner in Unlimited hydroplane racing history,
easily dominated a field composed of the
world's six fastest race boats to win the Lake
Tahoe World Championship Repatta, Sept. 25
at Stateline, Nev,

Stocky Ron Musson, who has won  more
money and more races than any other driver,
pushed the Green Dragon 1o consecutive open-
ing heal wviclories to pull ahéad of a field
consisting of Hareah's Tahoe Miss, Miss Exicde,
Miss Madison, Miss US. V and Notre Dame.
So clearly did Musson outelass the rest of the
ficld that he had to finish no higher than
fourth in the final heat, He wound up second
to Tahoe Miss, whe had the second fastest
heat of the day.

Under terms of the Lake Tahoe plan, rac-
ing's new formal. only the six fastest boats
qualified for the championship rage. This trig-
gered hectic qualifying  activity on  all four
qualifying days, with a total of 136 attempts

by he 17-bout field,

Roy Duby, world recordholder for the mile
stenightawny, showed (he rest of the thunder-
bovits e short wiy around  the three=mile
Luke Tihoe course, situnted 6,200 0L above
wen level, Fle posted o twolap quilifying aver-
age of 119086 mph, Duby's fostest lop wos
120,837 mph,

The other qualitiers rmonpged  downward 1o
LEL631 in the first fMight, givimg the field an
averige speed of 115025 mph, the fastes) ekl
i history.

Over 35000 witched the thoge-race pro-
gram, The Tahoe plan featured 1 sin faslest
boats in the World Championship: race, with
the five next fostest in the Ponderosa Trophy
race and the slowest four boats in the South
Shore Traphy roce.

The huge throng saw the [aslest racing pro-
pram ever staged, with o heat started every
half hour, There was o maximam period of
10 min, between boats on the water, Spee-
tntors were kepl entertiined, crews were kept
busy and there was little of the tedious wait-
ing between heats and delays that nre chirag-
tevistic of many other Unlimited evenis,

Musson won the first heat of the champion-
ship rice easily after & nenr-tragic migup in
the first turn. Lake Tahoe's new starting
“eates,” which hud ench bonl starting in a
pre-assigned spot. allowed the field of six to
cross the starting line ut full throtile, By the
time t reached the first turn, the entire field
wis bunched st mnximum specd.

Entering the turn, Miss Exide moved in on
Notre Dame. Rex Muonchester, the Shomrock
lndy's aleiver, tarned Jeft and shut off, only o
hive Roy Duby, in the inside lane in 115 ¥,
o his stern ab 170 mph. The collision clenned
ol the toil fin of Notre Dame and - domaged
its cowling. Molre Dame wos lefl demd in ihe
watter: and UKV Timped arommd  the gourse
for three laps,

Musson cime ol of the mixup on top and
led wire-loewire. Miss Exnde was second and
Miss Madison third. Tahoe Miss limped home
fourth with § dumnged supercharger. Bardahl's

avernge speed was 1LLYT6, fostest heal of the
day.

Musson worn the secomd lew just ns easily,
followed by Tahoe Miss, Exide and Muadison,
s speed wis: 102118,

In the fingl heat, Bardiabl was on top until
the end of the baeksirelch on Jnp number one,
where Tahoe Miss shot past and stayed in
front the rest of the way, Bardahl was second,
115, N wos third wid Madison fourth, Taboe
Mliss’ speed here wis 4R34,

In the  final standings, Bardohl was  Test,
Palipe Miss second, Miss Exide thicd, Miss
Mudison fourth, Miss- LS N filth gl Notre
Dame. in boed luek all doy, sixth,

Dun Foster, the veteran compaigner retired
for almoest 10 vears, rouared back into notion
1o win the Ponderosy Trophy roce in Miss
Srivirnoff, from Detroit,

Lee Schoenith’s Blue amd red hydro pot ox-
cellent handling from Foster, who replaced the
injured Bill Canteell in the cockpit, Foster ran
speeds of 109 mph in early lops. Once in
front, he cooled off the Smirnaff and throttled
bngk 1o win cusily.

Foster, who almost Kicked the Smimofl inte
the top six in the qunlifying period, dominated
the Ponderosn rice as clearly as Musson out-
classed the World Champlonship field. Savair's
Probe, Berryessa Belle, Miss Budweiser and
Savair's Mist scrambled for the other positions.
In the linal standings, Bernie Little's. Miss
Rudweiser wos second, with Chuck Hickling
doing o fine joh, The Savair boots finished
third nnd fourth and Berrvessy Belle was fifth.

Red Leomis thrilled himsell and the upper
turn spectndors 0 hent two when he spun
oul violently in Savair's Probe in lap four.

lack Schafer's Such Crogt, driven by Fred
Aller, withstoml o challenge from Bob Fen-
dler's Miss Sun Diego (o win the South Shore
Propley.  Bill Schuvler's $ Bill wos (he hard-
Tuck Bonl in this e,

Entering the final heat, 5 Bl and Such
Chrust were thed in peints, bot 5 Bl failed 1o
sinrl,  This wove Alter o clenr shot wl the
South Shore crown,

The S Bill won the lest heal in this race.
followed by Suck Crost. Rex Hixby, in & Bill,
and  Alter in Such Crusl, switched places in
he secomd heit while Alter won the hivd,
Illowesd by Fendler.

In final standings, Soch Crust wis  firse,
Tollowed by Miss San Diego and $ Bill. Mari-
ner Toa did nol finish the Hrest heat and did
nol stort in the second or third.

Muosson o Hardhol e the national high
peint championship for the third strwight vear
o Lake Toahoe 11 owas Bardhals foorih con-
seeutive win at the Lake-in-the-Sky. Mimson
deowe  three of these winners,  with reliel
driver Don Wilson the fourth winner.

The rocing progrom . was climused by ane
ol e wildest awards ceremonies in history,
Held ot Huveah's South Shore Boeom, it owas
highlighted by various: "owards™  given 1o
drivers o the spicit of fun,

The sponsoring Soulh ‘Tahoe Regntin As-
gocintion, & new member of APBA, did an
excellent job in s fiest outing, Headed by
Mevida banker Jim Koch apd Race Chairman
Red Famswarth, the STRA posted marks for
excellence thut gave other races something (o
shoot at in the fulure.

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIF RACE

. HEAT ]bol

aat o e Ay,

1. Miss Buuﬁuhl Sealtls Ban Mussen Imm
2 Miss Extde, Seattle . Bl Braw Rt
3. Mivs Modibon, Modison, Ind.  Biededy yers R
A, lohoe Mm. iterlr.t. MNew. Chig ampion, :ﬂﬂ':rSé
(Miss U5, Cotreit, Aoy Duby, Nolre Boma, Delralt, Res

Mancheer, I5NF

HEAT 2
o Mise Berdatil, 102.118; 2, Tohoo Mis, 93-51!; 3. Misy
r:uﬂr wam2 d. Mis Modian, D909 5 Mis U5 Y,
87619, 8, remru Banie (Spead Unovalbobe),

HEAT 3
L Tnhnnr Wiy, 10d 834 2 Mise Dordnhi, I01 A7 A M
U5 DO26dy A Mlss Mailson, 95095 5 Ml Uxbde,
8, "l'."l (Matre I;mlm, (VT

1 Mins Dordod IH?I%II; PEajl-!hlr‘l “ﬁumﬂ?ﬁﬂs:!

+ M Dordoh i X Tahon Miss=-B8%; 3, Mise Exid

g;ﬂ; J‘.HMIH Modisan = 583 5 Mbas LSV IIII.":?.' l‘IH'M:u
(LT

PONDEROSA TROPHY RACE

HEAT 1
Beal amd City Drlwer Aw. M
1, Misd Saiirnafl, Datiolt Don. Foater G181
2. Bavube's Probe, Warren, Mich, . Red (Lisami . WEaer

PROPELLER

. Miss Budweiser, Tompa, Fla,

T Savair's Mist, Warren, Mich...,. Wall Kode 9,695
5 Berryesso Belle,

Socramento, Cal. o Bob Miller o Unavail.

HEAT 2
1. Miss Smirnoff, 94.895; 2. Sovalr's Mist, 94.521; 3, Miss
B'iltds“hm' 91,711, (Savair's Probe, DNF; Berryessa Balle,
DNS)

Chuck Hickling .. %?Ul

HEAT 3
1, Miss  Smirnoff, 94060, 2. Miss Budweiser, 92.608;
3, Sovoir's Mist, 91,016, KSuvnlr‘! Probe, Borryessa Dolle,
DNS)

FINAL POINT STANDINGS
1. Miss Smirneff-900; 2. Miss Budweisor—563; 3. Savair™s
Mist=521; 4. Sovdir's Probe—2256; Berryessa Belle—95.

SOUTH SHORE TROPHY RACE

HEAT 1
Bool and City Driver av Mnh
1. % Bill, Lompee, Cal. ... Rux Dixby
2, Sugh Crust, Dotrot oo Fred Alter .. 8.:15.;‘;'
A, Miss Son Diego, Los Angele Boli Fendler | 915

(Mariner Tao, Detrait ., . Warner Gardner, DNF]

HEAT 2
I, Sueh Crust, 89,607, 2, § Bill, 85.294; 3. Miss Son Diego,
B1.657. (Morinee Tas, DNS)

HEAT 3
1. Such Crust, BZ.O&H; 2. Miss Son Diggo, B5.07%, (f Bill,
Meriner Toa, DNS)
FINAL POINT STANDINGS

1. Sueh Crust—619; 2. Miss San Diego--423; 3. $ Bill—-394,



Bardahl Takes San Diego Cup
By Harry Monahan
Sun Diego Union

Miss Bardahl shattered three records and
claimed two national championships en route
lo victory in the San Diego Cup race on Mis.
sion Bay, Sun Diego, Cal., Oct. 3.

An engine explosion and fire aboard Har-
rah's Tahoe Miss also spiced the program wil-
nessed by about 40,0000 Driver Chuck Thomp-
son escaped injury, but the boat’s engine com-
partment and tailfin were danmaged extensively.

Little Ron Musson pushed Miss Bardahl to
theee heal victories in  the record-breaking
finale to the Unlimited hydroplane season, The
Green Dragon ripped the Mission Bay course
apart in her first try, selling o [S-mile APBA
speed record of 116,079 mph. Miss Bardahl
had a top single three-mile lap of 117.87, also
n new record.

Both of the old records were set here lnst
yvear when Miss Bardahl averaged 115660 for
15 miles and Miss Exide was caughl in 117.647
for a single lap,

Ole Bardahl's speedster won her second heal
with an average of 115335, and polished off
the record 16-boat field with a 113,780 clock-
ing in the finale. This gave her an average of
115,064 for the 45-mile total, and this also
is- believed to be a new record for the class,

That blistering first heat iriumph also sewed
up the boat and driver national high poinl
championships for the Bardahl crew. With the
L2200 points earned here, Miss Bardahl and
Musson each finished the season with 7.777
points, This is the boat's third consecutive Litle
and the second in o row for Musson, who
picked up the San Diego Union Perpetual
Trophy emblematic of the driver honor al the
awards dinner in the Hilton Inn,

Runnerup honers in the regatta went 1o Miss
Madison, the community-sponsored boat from
Indigng driven by Buddy Byers, which poested
Iwor firsts and g third on the nine-race card,
Miss Faxide, driven by Bill Brow, was third
overall with o 1-2-3 record for her three heats.

The All-California Trophy, presented by the
Union-Tribune Publishing Co. o the state-based
hoat which finished highest in the race stand-
ings, was awarded 1o Ken Murphy's Berryessa
Belle, driven by Bob Miller, which finished in
a tie for sixth place with Miss Budweiser and
Miss Smirnoff.

Second place in the national point standings
went 1o Notre Dame and driver Rex Man-
chester, Mrs, Shirley Mendelson MeDonald's
gpame bluesand-white skimmer from Seattle won

two heats, but developed mechanical problems
in the last heal and failed lo finish.

Tahoe Miss and driver Thompson had dif-
ficulties from the opening gun, They had the
inside track al the start of the first heat, even
though the regatta’s defending champion, Muri-
ner Too, crossed first. Going into the first turn,
however, Mariner Too cul Tahoe Miss off and
Marinet's roostertail hosed down the Nevada
hoat's engine leaving her dead in the water,

In the second heat, Tahoe Miss again did nol
get out of the first turn, The four-boat field
hit the start in almost a deadheat, bul Miss
Exide and Tahoe Miss had position going into
the turn. Suddenly, Tahoe Miss blower rup-
tured and the engine compartment erupled in
flames.

Thompson abandoned ship guickly and wasn't
even singed. But he didn’t have time to throw
any switches, so the fuel pump kepl pouring
aviation gasoline into the engine compartment.
The city lifeguard patral boat Alert finally
subdued (he stubborn blaze after forcing her
an the beach at Fiesta Island,

The boual did nol appear to be a total loss,
however, with her sponsons still intael and
only the paint scorched off the deck, The rela-
tively unimportant tailfin and cockpil cowling,
which are plastic and plywood fixtures, will
have 1o be replaced.

SAN DIEGO CUPF RACE
HEAT 1-A
Boot ond City Driver Av, Mph
1. Sugh Crust, Delroil Frad Alter | 75,844
2. Suvair's - Mist, Warren, Mich, Woll Kade ... %1.603
(Mariner Too, Detroit, Worner Gordner, DIS; Tohoe Miss,
Rona, Mev., Chuck Thompson, DRF)

HEAT 1-B
. Notre. Dame, Detrat oo Rex Maonchester 110,882
. Miss Budwelser, Tompo, Flo, . Chock Hickling  101.465
% BN, Lompot, Cale.onn e Rex Bishy L, 101427
. Mlss TriCity Sun, Sealfle ., Aok Gilliam Under 70

HEAT 1-C
1. Miss Madison, Madisen, |Ind, Buddy Dyery 107,441
2. Miss Bmicnoll, Detroif ... Duon Foster 0 100,065

d. Mss cEkide, Seattle . LBl Brow
(& Laps) 09,344

fioh Fendler 73,85]

= LD RY e

4, Miss San Dicgo, Los Angeles

HEAT 1.D
1. Migs Bordohl, Seatile ... Ron Muston . 1 14.07%
2. Derryesso Belle, Socromentu, Cal. Bob Miller ... P04
4, Savair's Probe, Warren, Mich. . Red Losmis: .. 97.7%0
fise ULS, W, Retrail, Bil Muncoy, DNE)

HEAT 2-A

I, Natre Dome, 107,741; 2. DBerryessa Balle, 93.652; 3.
Savalr's Probe, BY, 147, (Miss U5 V. DNF)

HEAT 28 (Re-Start)

I, Miss Exide, 109.577; 2. Miss Budwelser, 101.867; 3,
Savair's Mist, 100,708, (Tohae Miss, DHS)

HEAT 2:C

1, Miss Bordohl, 115335 2. Miss Smirnoff, 108.173; 3,
& Omill, 100.913; 4. Miss TeiCity Sun, Under 70,

HEAT 2-D
1, Miss Maodison, $B.684; 2 Sueh Crost, 94.620; 4. Miss
Son Diego, 91.993. (Mariner Too, DMF}

FINAL HEAT
1. Miss Bordohl, 113.780; 2, Miss Fwide, 109.823; 3. Miss
Madisen, 100,539, 4, Such Crust, 970174 (Notre Dome, DNF)

FINAL POINT STANDINGS
1, Miss Bordahl — F200: 2 Miss Modison — 1025; 3. Miss
Exitle — 925; 4, Sueh Crust - Ba%; 5. Nofre Dome — BOO;
6. Miss Smirnoff=600; 7. Miss Budweiser—&00; 8. Berry-
gss0 Bellp — 600; % Sovair's Mist — 525; 10, & Bill — 450;
11, Seivale's Probe—450; 120 Miss Son Diege—394; 13; Miss
Tri:City Spn—338,



