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FOLLOWING THE UNLIMITEDS ...
from Tahoe to San Diego

* Whan it comes to naming the all-time greats in the spart of
unlimited hydroplane racing, the selectians from this decade
will eartainly begin with driver Ron Musson and the boat “Mis
Bardahl. Mussan, shown et right with wite Batty after his
victory atl San Diego, piloted the “Green Dragen' te Its third
consecutive natienal champlonship this seasen, adrnad the
driver's high point for o secend straight year, and won the
Gold Cup for a third time in o row,




Lake Tahoe Offered a New Look for Unlimited
Racing but Still Came Up With an ‘Old’ Winner

Story by EILEEN CRIMMIN
EACLUSIVE PHOTOS BY BOB CARVER

HEY CALLED IT “hydro racing's

new look” and it went like this:
s Oul went the “cup" nickname, In
came the title "World Championship
Race,”
® Out went long wails between hoeats
and sections, In came ning heats.
o Oul went heat draws, In came three
separale races always fielding the
same boat,
e Dut wenl between-heal activities un
related to racing, In went lane starts
between buoyvs anchored on the start
ing straight-a-way.
o Out went national limitations as invi-
tations were extendad (o other eoun-
iries to race their unlimited in inter
national competitlon, In came “the
largest purse of unlimited racing's his-
tory = §60,000,"
o And in came sanclion lirst by the
American Fower Bool Associalion of
Detroit, Michigan, second by the Un-
ion of International Motor Boating of
Bruszels, Belginom

The four days of qualifving runs pre
coding the Saturday Sepl. 25, race pro-
duced extremely good speeds for the
G000 (oot high Lake Tahoe. [0S, 5 was

the top speedster with 118.886-mph
ERF

posted to remind everyone that the U5,
camp holds the world stroight-poway
prop-driven speed record of 200419
mph,

Second was Miss Bardahl at 116,114
mph; third was Notre Dame with 115
§74; Eride, 114.574; Tahoe Miss, 112271
and Miss Madison, 111.631. These boats
were seaded (o the World Champion-
ship Race by dint of superior speed
performance,

Entering the Ponderosa Race were
Smirnoff with o gqualifyving speed of
110.542; Savair's Probe, 105.120; Berry-
essa  Belle, 101.234: Misg Hudweiser,
100831 and Savair’s Mist, 100.140.

The South Shore Trophy Race Teld-
ed Mariner Too at 86.950-mph; & Hill,
06.463; Such Crust, H3.438 and Miss San
Diggo, 2,165,

The Tri-City Sun and Miss Sacranwnto
were unable to gualify, so the 17-buoal
entry list was whittled to 15 boats in
actual competition.

The races were staged with one heat
of each roce in ecach seetlon, This is
fine to view but confusing lo report,
So hereis the action race by race,

Heat 1 of the South Shore Ruoce
brought Mariner Too out in Lane 1,
§ Bill in Lane 2, Suech Crust in Lane 3
and San Diege in Lane 4, The unace
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customed start in buoyved langs upsel
the timing of the drivers and found
them late to the starting line. They
wenl inte the first turn in their storting
order and maintained it Lo the linish
with the exception of Mariner Too,
Warner Gardner bogged down in the
upper turen, tried o fnish but Hmped
inte the pits in lap three.

$ Bill and Rex Bixby won the heal
averaging 86.000-mph: Stuweh Crust and
Fred Aller were second with 84.5809
and Miss San Diego and Robert Fendler
were thivd with 80,835,

Heat 2 put the hoats in lanes cor-
responding Lo their Heal 1 finishing
position, It also called for a re-starl
which broughl Sueh Crust into the lirst
turn ahead of the field. She was lol-
lowed by § Bill and Miss San Diego. The
boals finished in this order with Such
Crust  averaging 39.507-mph; § Hill,
85,294 ane San [Mepo, 81657,

The Final Heal feund Such Crusgt and
& Bl tied Tor points at 3984 each. San
Dipgo had 254, But & Bl was unable to
starl, 5o in a two-boat heat between
Sern Diego and Such Crust, the Croast won
with 618 points at 80.000-mph; San Diego
was second with 423 and 85.087-mph;
£ Bill took thivd overall with 394, and
Mariner Too posted an unfortunat e Zero,

The Ponderosa Race put Swdrnoff in
Lane 1, Sapare's Probe in Lane 2, Berry-
essn Belle in Lane 3, Miss Budweiser in
Lane 4 and Savair's Mist

in Lane 5.

® |n the first heat of the Warld Champienships, “U.5. 5" and
“Motre Dame” collided, The bow of "U.5, 53" wiped oul the tailfin,
roar cowl and steal 1ail struts of the “Dame’ as it veered off the
afterportion, missing driver Rex Manchester by inches. Though the

F5 poinis,

"MNotre Dame” wos ogain fielded later, lock ef tail assembly dis-
turbed the balance of the boal and Manchester was washed down
in the prestart milling el heat number twe. |t finished sixth with
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® NMew "World Champion” title halder is the same old national champion, Miss Bardahl,
top phote, “Tahoe Miss,” driven by Chuck Thompson, was first in the Final Heat and second
avarall in the big raco hold over her “home” walers. Third place in the World Champion-
ship Roce went to “Miss Exide,” piloted by Bill Brow and owned by Glenn and Milo Stoen.

Apain the starl was late but it found
Smirnoff seross it first and into the
first turn first.

Savair's Probe was second, Budweiser
third, Savair's Mist
essa Belle 'a close Tifth. In the first turn
the Belle flashed up on her side and
from that moment made a poorshowing.
At the finish of lap one she barely wis
underway and she finished the heat 50
slowly that her times and speeds were
notl recordod.

The finish found the field in their
first turn order, Smirnaff and Danny
Foster won with 98.181-mph; Savair's
Probe with Red Loomis posted 895879,
Budweiser and Chuek Hickling ran
03,701 and Sovair's Mist and Walter
Kade finished with 89,895,

In Heat 2 the first action of the day
was seen. The boats started and almost
finished the heat i n the same order they
finished Heal 1, Bul Savalr's Probe bat-
tled Swibmoff out of first in lap one
while Savair's Mist ond  Budweiser
dueled for three-four position. Finally,
in lap 3 Probe died in the (irst turn and
the final order of finish was Swdmaoff
with 96.895-mph speed average; Savair's
Mist, 84.521 and Budweiser, 91.711.

[nto the Final Heal Smirnoff wenl
into Lane 1 with 600 points, Savair's
Mist had posted 352, Budweiser had 338,
Suvair's Probe, 225 and Berryessa Belle
posted n DNS

Into the first turn, through five laps
and at the [inish it was Smirnoff, Bud
weiser and Savair's Mist, in that order.
Budweiser gave Smirnoff o first lap duel

fourth and Berry-

but was unable to continue the pres-
sure. Smirmoff posted 900 points to win
the overall race, Her heat speed aver:
age was 94.060-mph. Miss Budweiser
was second wilh 563 poinls and 92.608-
mph. Savair's Mist was third with 521
poinls and 81.061-mph average. (She
also conked out alter the heat, to be
towed back to the pits.) Sapair’s Probe
posted 225 poinls and Bermpessa Belle
ol 85 points on the record books.

The World Champlionship Race
brought the six (aslest gualifiers to-
gether for three heats of dueling it
was hoped — without any change in the
field, but definite changes in position
due to lane starts.

Heat 1 put 7.5, 5 in Lane 1, Miss Bar
dah! in Lane 2, Notre Dagme in Lane 3,
Miss Exide in Lane 4, Tahoe Miss in Lane
§ and Miss Madison in Lune 6,

Aain the first heal saw a late start,
but Miss Exide was first across the line
followed by Bardah!. Next came [J.5. §
and Notre Dame dead even then Tahoe
Miss and Madison slightly behind, but
also even, Into the first turn it was
Bardeahi, Exide and Tuhoe Miss with
Madison well oulside,

Suddenly, Netre Dome and U8, 5 ap-
peared Lo be almost stopped, with
[1.8. § almoest crosswise in the turn,
Then U8, 5 powerad ahead while Notre
Deig remained in the turn and driver
Rex Manchester was seen standing on
the deck of the boat.

Within seconds it could be seen that
Notre Dame hod no tailfin, and that the
tail cowling was smashed, The hoat was

pulled into the infield as the race con-
tinued, Bardah! led with Ezxide, Tahoe
Mizg and Madison close behind and
.S, 5 well back. In lap twa Madison
passed Tahoe Miss, and by lap three
[1.8, 5 was steaming in the back chute,
and finally went dead.

The order ol finish found Bardahl
first with 104.9687-mph; Exide, 99.264;
Madison, 91.846 and Tahoe Miss, B9.256,
As all boats came into the pits the first
turn collision story was told,

In escaping roostertail spray Notre
Dame slowed and turned slightly left,
at the same time that U.S. § turned
right to escape another roostertail. As
Roy Duby came out of the water with
[/,5. & he saw Rex Manchester and
Notre Dame directly in front of him. He
steered hard right to avoid running
over Notre Dome lengthwise, but his
evasive action was nol enough. The
bow af 1.8, 5 5lid up and over the after-
portion of Notre Dame, smashing the
fiberglas cowling and shearing the tail-
fin and steel strust, The tail section
{lew aeross the U.S. 5 deck and pleces
ol it lodged inthe engine well.

The U.5. § bow slipped under the
Notre Dame's cockpit padding to knock
the head-rest portion of the cockpit
seal forward, push Manchester into the
steering wheel and jar him sideways.
Buf neither driver was hurt.

Furious action by at least a dozen
erewmen rom other racing camps-—
Bardahl, 11.5. 5, Madison, Smirmoff and
others — cleared away the remaining
glivers and debris from the Notre Dame
tail. The seal was re-tightened os fiber
glass was sawed away.

When the flve minute gun for Heatl 2
wis fired, Notre Dame was in the waler
and ready to roce again. At the helm of
the bob-tailed crafl sat a calm Rex
Manchester, ready Lo go,

Exidé led across the sturt but It was
Bardah! scorching into the first turn fol-
lowed by Ezide, Tahoe Miss, Madison,
1.5, 5, With another tough break Notre
Dimne was washed down in the pre-start
milling and was dead before she could
charge through her lane!

Al the finish of lap one 1L was Miss
Bardahl, Tahoe Miss, Exide, Madizon,
[7.5. 5§ and suddenly, n live Notre Darme
racing a [ull lap behind. The boats {in-
ished in that order with Hordahl post-
ing 102.118mph; Tahoe Miss, 98.450;
Exide, 93.782; Mucdison, B8.389; U.S. 5,
B7.619, and Notre Dame posting a time
of only 13.31:8 and a fastest lap of
B9.957.

Bardahl went into the Final Heat
with B00 points, Egide had 525, Tahoe
Migs, 469, Madigon 394, U.5.5, 127 and
Nuotre Dame, 95,

From the start to the first turn it was
a Burdahl-Tahoe Miss duel. Notre Dame
was in fourth place but spun and went

(Confinued on the following page)
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dead in the turn while Exide and Mad:-
gon powered by and 1.8, § trailed. At
the end of lup one it was Tahoe Miss,
Bardah!, Madison, .S, § and an obvious:
ly sick Exide bringing up the rear.

Except for 1.5, 5 passing Madison,
these positions remained vnchanged
until the finish of the heat. Bul the
overnll results brought Miss Bardeht
the World Championship Trophy and
title. She posted 1100 points wnd @
Final Heal speed average of 101971
Tahoo Miss was second with 809 nnd
heat speed of 104,834, Exide was third
with 652 nnd 881,321 Misi Madison was
fourth with 563 and 97.287; 1.8. 5 was
fifth with 352 and 103.647; Notre Dame
did not finish the heat but placed sixth
overall and earned 85 points.

Sinve the regattn began early—11
a.m.—and sustiined only ong shorl de-
lay, it ended early alter providing spec-
tators with an almost continuous view
of unlimiteds. The regatta went very
well, As lor the racing, competitive
excitement was lacking as there was
virtually no dueling

For the record it should be noted
that o nine-heal regatta is nol quite os
new aslirst appears. Underthe " Donogh
Plan" of 1M1 organized by Stanly
Donogh, APBA unlimited referee, spon-
sors Grealer Seattle and Seattle Yacht
Club stoged o regatta on Lake Washing.
ton conslsting of o three-heat Queen's
Trophy Roce, three-heat Seattle Trophy
Race and three-heat World Champlon
ship Race.

That historic regatta of Aug, 6, 1861,
like the Lake Tahoe Regatta of Sept.
25, 1965, went through its nine heots
without delay, hassle or profest, And
that regotta, in case you've forgotien,
was won by Ron Mussoen (n o Miss Bar-
dish! hull just as surely and skillfully as
Tahoe's World Champlonship Regatta
wiis won by the saome camp and team,

If the Tohoe Regatta proved any-
thing about unlimited rocing, it proved
that no matter how you spell it or stage
L= Gold Cup, World Championship or
normal "dup’ rice — the team of ownaer
Ole Bardabl, driver Hon Musson and
hull Mizs Bardohl s undisputed cham
plon of unlimited racing in this era,
They perform with excelionce and su-
periority in keeping with traditions of
the Dizie, Detroit, America, El Lagarto,
StoMo-Shun and Thriftiway camps, They
are"the comp to beat.”

With this in mind the unlimited con.
tingent moved from mountaing to sen
level for the San Diego Regatta just a
weok Ilater. There the national high
point championship would be decided,
And though Bardafi! was a lavorite to
win, al least four boats could offer
laster specds on oecasion. Would speed
or durability determine the winner?
That was the final guestion of the final
regattn ol the 1865 unlimited season.
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Musson Has a Final Fling With Bardahl While
Winning the San Diego Cup in Record Style

ON MUSSON —eyeing the 18966 un:

limited hydroplane season — must
be asking himsell, "What do you do for
an encore?"

For after his performance in 1965 be-
hind the wheel of Miss Bardahl (a boal,
incidently, he will not be driving next
year) Musson faces a problem of his
own croation—how to out-do himself.
Lt's an act that's hard to follow,

In 1965, Musson, with o skill that
ought to be patented, guided Lhe
“Green Monster” (o its third straight
American Power Boat Asgociation na
tional chompionship, won the driver's
high point crown for a second year run:
ning, and cluttered up Ole Bardahl's
crowded trophy shelf with lfour more
unlimited eups,

The San Diego Cup was the final race
on the 65 schedule and Lthe last of four
won (his year by the Seattle standard
bearer. As there were only eight
regallas held this season, the Musson
Bardahl team ended up with n 500 bat.
Ling average.

The question at San Diego 50 keenly
posed by Bileen Crimmin in the reporl
preceding this, was, “Would speed or
durability determine the winner?" The
answer, so keenly solved by Musson
and Bardahl, was, "Both!"

The Green Monsler, in winning all
three of her heats, displayed a kind of
durability that Samson might have
envied. And Musson, testing crew chief
Leo Vanden Berg's brilliant mechani.
cal tinkering, left & lasting proof of
spocd by setting a new three-mile lap
record at 117.87-mph, and 8 new five
mile lap, 15mile heat record ol 116,079
mph,

The October drd event over San Di-
ego's lush Misslon Boy drew a starting
field of 16 entries, the largest thunder
boal turnout of the year, Adding to the
novelty of an unusually large entry list
wis the appearance of three California
representatives Including Bob Fen
dler's Miss San Diego, Ken Murphy's
Rerryessa  Belle, and Bill Schuyler's
§ Bill, The latter had o special prize (o
point for, the All-California trophy for
the highest placed home-state boal on
the finol standings. (An honor which
was bestowed upon Berryesse Helle,
which lMnished in a tie for sixth place
with Budteeiser and Smirnoff).

Following qualifications on Oct. 1,
topped by U8, Vs 118,469 and on Oct, 2
by Notre Dame's 115878, palrings in
Heat 1-A brought Tahoe Miss, Savair
Miss, Mariner Too ('64 winner of the San
Diego Cup) and Such Crust out on the
vourse for the opening battle. A slow
performance of only 85.84-mph brought
viclory for Fred Alter in Such Crust as

Warner Gardner disqualified the Ma
riner and Chuck Thompson [ailed to
finish in Tahoe Miss,

Heat 1-B fielded —and saw in finish-
ing order — Rex Manchester driving
Notre Dame (110.882-mph), Miss HBud-
weiser, § Bill and Tri City.

Buddy Byers proved the leader in
Heat 1.C by driving Misy Madison In
first ahead of Smirnoff, Miss Exide ant
Miss San Diego. Madizon's winning time
was 107,441,

Miss Bardahl finally saw action in the
final first round heat and gave an early
indication of romping to overall vie
tory by leading Berryessa Belle scross
the wire at o stimulating timing of
1160789, Thirvd was Savair's Probe, Bill
Muncey, piloting Mizs 1.5, V, was
plagued with mechanieal problems and
wentdown as a DNS.

The second round robin pitted Notre
Brame, Misg LS.V, Berrpessa Belle and
Savairs Probe, Again Muncey lfound a
departing erew's allention in question
and lailed to finish, though this time at
least starting the heal. Notre Dane
consted to an casy win at 107-plus
trailed by Berrgessu Belle and Savair's
Probi.

Heat 2B brought the [ans ta their
feel as Tahoe Miss suddenly burst inlo
Mames shortly afler the starl. Chuck
Thompson jumped [ree as the Tahoe
Migs lire ereated an enormous billow
of black smoke pierced by piant red and
yellow flames. The disturbance brought
about a long delay and a permanent
beaching of the boat for the day, After
a restart, Bill Brow added 400 points to
Mizg Exide's seorve, leading Budweizer
nid Sovcdr’s Mist in Lhal order.

Miss Bardah! [lew 1o her second heal
triumph in 2.C, clocking 115.335-mph
followed by Miss Swmirnoff, § Bill and
Tri City,

In 2., Buddy Byers unce more oul
classed its competition by leading Such
Crwat and Miss San Diege aeress the fin
ish line ol 98.884-mph. Mariner Toowenl
downasa DNF,

The Final Heal matched Beardahl,
Mizs Exide, Moadison, Such Crugt and
Notre Dame and ended in that order
with the Dame failing to finish. Musson
continued his speed assault, taking o
timing of 113.780-mph.

Pointwise and speedwise, Miss Buar
dukl was the elearout champion of the
meet, aceumulating 1200 points against
runnei-up Miss Madizon's 1025, Third
overall on the final standings: stood
Exide ot 925, (ollowed by Such Crust ot
B68 and Notre Dame with 8OO,

For RHon Musson, the San Diege Cup
was his farewell performunce in the
cockpit of the present Miss Bardahl,



‘I NNV FINAL UNLIMITED
N STANDINGS FOR 1965
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i : “-1 2. Notre Dame .........6364
3. Miss Madison .......5595
4. H. Tahoe Miss ...... 5069
5. Miss SmirnofT ...... 4142

6. Miss Exide ..........3571
7. Miss Budweiser ....3565
8. Such Crust .......... 3342
B USB YV rvnnierininn 334
10. Savair's Mist ........2652

L Abu:we Fans and purhmpnn!: alike wn]cumud the relocation of Ihi; pits n-l M1.:.“un Bay 11. Savair's Probe ......2415
this year. In 1944, H'm pits wore nearly o mile away fram the course proventing fans from 12. Mari T 296

watching the crews in aclion on shore ond cousing mossive traffic joms ot the gaotes. 4 ariner 100 ”--."--- 2 1

Sixteen boats were fielded for the running of the second annual San Diege Cup including 13. Gale’s Roostertail .. 1966

o new conlingent from Califarnia, and a namesake for the hast city driven by Bob Fendler, 14, San Diego ........... 1217

f ; i I "1 15l Bll.e Chip EE iilllll#lngu

28 B e i 1069

17. Berryvessa Belle ..., 695

18. Miss Lapeer ......... 304

19. Miss Tri City ........ 338

FINAL POINT STANDINGS
FOR DRIVERS — 1965

DRIVER PFOINTS
1. Ron Musson .........7777
2. Rex Manchester ....6364
3. Buddy Byers ........5595
4. Chuck Thompson ..506%
5. Bill Brow ............3571
6. Chuck Hickling ....3565
7. Red Loomis .........3370

- ey 8. Roy Duby ............2034
* Above: "Tahoe Min", a victim of blower troubles all season, blew her supercharger on 9. Bill Cantrell ........2642
the first turn of Heatl 2-B, bringing the race to a hall as burning fuel engulfed the hull. 10. Fred Alter ........... 2578
The fire was not quickly ﬁxllnﬂmlhud {500 color shot of the craft on the following page). 11. Warner Gardner 2486

Below: HUl‘Id}' Byers piloted “Miss Madison” inte second overall with a 1-1-3 heat record,

12. Walt Kade ...........2219
13. Jerry Schoonith ....1966
14, Don Foster ..........1500
15. Bob Fendler ........ 1217

16. Rex Bixby ...........1069
17. Bob Miller ........... 695
18. Ed O’'Halloran ...... 563
19. B. Gilliam ........... 338
20. Bill Muncey ......... 300

21. Norm Evans ......... 169

Statistics courtesy of
Unlimiteds Incorporated,
Detroit, Michigan
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Scenes from the Final
Showdown at San Diego

# The shot of the pit area at San Diego.
chove, was taken 1.11; a Boaling Mews |.'|!'|n
1ugrup|‘u=r the muln'rng alter the Mission
Bay Cup Regota. The drivers, owners and
fans had leng since departed, leaving the
‘packing up’ 1o hord-working crows, Bud.
waoisar and Smirnoff, nexi to Miss Bardahl,
at left, are tilted on their trailers and ready
e rall home.

* A1 left: Harrah's Tahoe Miss was bodly
scarchoed l:sf hurninu fuel when it cuughl fire
during competition, Driver Chuck Thempsan
Ignpl:tl ia :.1,1“.-1:,- and  waos Dnl"' Sl-iE]hH'f
singed, The bool, however, continued to
burn in a spectacular scone that lasted
over twenty minutes before the flames were
finally extinguished. It wos the only serious
mishap at the moet,

* Al right are candid, belwaen.roce, shofs
of Ron Mussen, winner of the San Diego
Cup, and three time unlimited hydro no-
tional champion behind the wheel of Miss
Bardahl, At top, he chats with newswoman
Paula Kent, of lower lefi, reloxes aoboard
a trail bike next 1o Ole Bordohl. The double-
exposed photo at lower right wos a colorful
accident, In centor, the cockpit of Miss
Bardahl,
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