BIG SCENE
IN SEATTLE

h;lsu Bardahl, running por:arry all year, blew an average of rhrcu spark plugs In each heat,
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Unlimited hydro Mis
dahl, growing old gracefully,
took the Gold Cup to .&ome.

grounds for the 57th annual

classic, and copped the tropl hy
again - for the Mazgm
year—before 500,000 fans

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS
BY PAUL THOMAS
()ll only the rarest of occasions has
asporting event drawn speclator
crowis in excess of 500,000, But it
happened in August in Seattle when
those glamorous unlimiled hydro-
planes zathered on Lake Washington
for the 57th running for the Gold Cup.

This is a race between the top 12
qualilicrs—and to qualifly, a contender
must clock over 100 mph for three con-
seeutive and continuously  pun laps
over the threemile closed course,
Rules for the event allow as many en-
gine changes as necessary, The winner,
Miss Hm'ifﬂ_-'if, s l|||‘:'1' :*n;_:]'ru!.u anl
finished using an engine her driver,
Ron Mus=on, doesn’t like,

The race is over o three-mile course
four heats of five laps each for a total
distance of 60 miles,

Saddest note of the day was the
burning of Miss Fxide, She was run-
ning third on points and leading in
the final heat when she caught fire,
The Coast Guard was criticized for
failure to take prompl action o con-

~ trol the fire, but sirict adherence 10

the rules requived continuation of the
heat until the driver hit the water, Not
until the heat became too much Mor
him did Bill Brow abandon ship, ﬁt
that point, Nofee Dame was on the wiay
to victory, But the fatez were against
]ten for in the rerun of the hmtt. it was
the “zreen dragon”™—MWiss Bardahl—
all the way. [,
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