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Miss Bardahl Remains
the Reigning Queen of
the Unlimiteds After
Capturing Four Cups
During the ’64 Season
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YEAR OF THE GREEN DRAGON

{continued)

T WAS EXPECTED, vel unexpected,

thut Misy Barduhl with Ron Musson
helming would win the 1884 Gold Cup
and Naotional High Point Unlimitoed
Championship,

Musson 1% o haed man Lo beal rocing
in any class, driving any kind ol boat,
using nny kind of strategy.

The: Bardahl unlimited is a fast hull-
motor combination, Bardahl's main
tenonee and repair is handled ably by
Crew Chiel Leo Vonden Berg and his
erew. Ownper Ole Bardabl spends the
money it takes to win in a systematic,
oreanized fashion,

I takes at least these four factors o
win unlbmited races repeatedly, So on
these factors alone i was expected the
Bardahl epmp would Lrinmph.

Bul winning wslzgo lakes Luck. And
anly the foolish trust Luck in hoat rae-
ing. The single factor of Luck can oul-
waeigh the other four of the driver, boat,
maintenanes and money. So on the
Luek factor alone, il was unexpoectoed
thot Bradahl would win.

Fortunately, the Green Dragon had
all five factors going lfor her through:
oul the season, There is no other ex-
plunation for a cralt that won only four
of nine roces, hil o buoy, missed a buoy,
recelved pennlties, and didn't even get
Into the Final heat ol one race!

When her hull mis-handled or engine
foltered, her driver compensated. When
her deiver erred, hull and motor com:
pensated. When speed was necessury
the boat supplied ii. When strotegy
was necded. driver and camp supplied
i, Bardah! had what in rocing is called
“the winning combination.”

S50 whether the wins were expecled
or unexpected is beside the poinl. On
the busis of overall performance, Lhey
wore deserned,

Here (s how their six-month racing
campalgn evolved
DIXIECUP & GUNTERSVILLE, ALA,

JUNE 21

Bardah! begon the 14 seagon bus-
piciously by posting a 108635 mph
qualifying speed before the race, This
speed served notice thal  Bardahl
hoped to repeat her 1963 Dixie Cup
victory.

But Notre Ddgne come along two days
nter with 108434 mph to top all guali-
fiers. A new boat, helmed by Bifl Mun-
coy, Notre Doome was regarded more of
o threat than most new eraits,

Threat she was, tog, Muneey drove to
vietory with two heat wins and asecond
place in the Final, Madison was second
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overall, Bardah! third,

Paradoxically, the field scemed slow
to abservers. Yel Notre Dome's first
heol pverage was 106677 mph, higher
than Bardahl's qualifying speed.

The roace seomod unspectiacular—no
anecidents, no arguments, Yel both Notre
Darne and Bardahl Look (ull foree roos-
lertalls Mrom other bouls,

Some observers fell boals were nol
in top competitive shape, or else driv-
ars  were conserving equipment for
Gold Cup two weeks later, In truth it
was a competitive regaltn because it's
no longer possible to loal in unlimited
racing and finish anywhere but last,

The opener, however, gave good in-
dication of which camps would eom-
palgn the (ull eireuil: Gale V, Miss Smir.
iaff, Mariner Too, Miss Madison, Tempo,
Savair's Miist, Miss Budwelser,
Miss. § Bill and Blue Chip.

Of this field, Tahoe Miss was destined
for special attention the remainder of
the season. And her (irst bid for it come
un the Detroit River during Gold Cup
competition.

GOLD CUP - DETROIT, MICIL
JULY G

The S0th running of the Gold Cup
Race brought 17 boats into the pits
and out to quallly, Again it was Nolre
Damee und Muneey who surprised spee-
tators with an early qualifying specd of
115302 mph.

Bul Rardah! upped that to 117647
mph and then Eride shattered hoth
times with 118,557 mph, (The Gold Cup
qualilying record is 119898 mph set
in 1858 Ly Bill Stead helming Moserak
on Lake Washinglon.)

The st hest run on ealm woter in
LT brocee saw Brade and Notre Deaie
fight o toren battle that ended in Notre
Dame's favor. Despite Eride's superior
speed, Notre Dame won the hoat.

As if that wasn’l enough upset, in
the next heot Bardah! and Talioe Miss
dueled live lops but Tahoe Mizs won,
Having gualified in eighth place, this
win apainst second qualifier was u
shoek.

When Talkoe Miss won hor next heat
also, it was speculated that the Gaold
Cup was any boal’s trophy, Then, in
Heal 3A when Notre Dame, Bardahd and
Exide Fought o Ught three-way duel
until Mares stopped the action, 11 was
o eineh the cupwas up for grobs.

Bardih! won the Heat 3A ve-run when
Notre Doume's englone refused o stord —
dead battery. Then Tahoe Miss pulled
awinin Heat 31,

Into the Final it was Taloe Miss lead
ing Bardaht by 100 points, New, healthy,
handling beautifully, and speedy, the
Tahoe Migz had every chance to win the
Gold Cup. Bul her engine refused o
fire until 30 seconds before the one-
minute gun, Chuck Thompson and

Tahow

Tahoe Miss started three-quariers ol a
lap behind the pack!

Bardahl needed only third place 1o
win the overall. Wisely she got that
spot and held it Taloe Miss ieedoed only
to pass Miss LS. V Lo win the cup. Un-
fortunately, she couldn't guite make it

Rardah! won the cup with speed and
strategy, both Hberally applied in progps-
er proportion, al proper tmes. Bul
the loss For Taloe Miss s a hard luek
Logs. 1L wes thie first of mangy,

DAKOTA CUP - NEWTOWN, N.D.
JULY 2526

A new regatta ol a onew site, the I
kotn: Cup alse was the first of three
races on three consceutive weekends
which laught the unlimited contingent
that this seheduling was Lo tight,

However, fresh from Gold Cup and
a 19day Interval between races, 11
bhoats converged upon the Garrison
Reservolr course. From slarting gun
to finish the raee was a duel hetween
Bardalil and Tahoe Miss,

Exde won one heat but blew out of
the race with o blown engine. Taloo
Migs placed one.two in two heats.
Berdah! placed (st in two heals and
first in the Final to win the overall tro-
phy. But that Final was o henrl breaker,

Hardal! entered wilh 800 polnts;
Tahoe Miss with 700, The overall winner
hael Lo win the Final. So when Talipe
Miss took the lead For three laps she
looked like nsure victor, Bul in lap four
Tohop Mizs wenl dead, leaving Bardalil
Ll win.

With this event Chuck Thompson and
Terhoe Mg aequired the ttle of “Tlard
Luek Boot" Bardabi became red hot
and invineible with two vietories in i
row

Observers  began  betting  Bardeah!
would sweep the season. Bul a boat
pamed Exide pul a stop to that gamble.

DIAMOND CUP=COELUR D'ALENE,

IDAHO -AUGUST 12

The unlucky number ol a 13-boal
fleld should have been a warning, but
fans al the Dinmond Cup site pegeed
Rardalkl w8 8 sure winner. Then, in
rapid suceession Mgy Eagle Electric won
o heaty Miss Exide won o heat; Miss Mad.
igont won, and Tahoe Miss won and
bul where was Bardali!?

Musson and his Dragon posted o re
gpectable second in one heat, finally
won Heat 2B, Bul Bardalil garnered
only a second in the Final. I'herefore,
Miss Fride with Bill Brow helming waon
Lhe overall,

Bardahl was second aoverall, Madisan
third. Though Tahoe Mizs was seventh
overall, she posted the Fastest heal
average specd, 111,801 mph,

The race spoiled Bardak!s hoped-for
three-in-arow  showling, It alse con-
solidated  some  nebulous  apinions
about Tahoe Migs, Madizon and Erxide



Without any controversy Taloe Miss
wis acknowledpged the [lastest, best
hendling boat on the eircuit. In rough
water or smooth, the huge crall had
everything it takes but luek and dura-
hility. Engine mortality rvises sharply
above 110, And Chuek Thompsoen often
was pushing Tahoe Miss above 110; s0
she olten blew

As lor Madison with an essentially
stoek engine and top race driver Buddy
Byers helming, this lady was moving
toward third place in national point
g andings, It was impossible, but true,

Naturally, Exide and Bill Brow al-
vays were a formidible team, but one
tiher boat surprised lans—Mariner Too.
wpposedly a 34 place boat, il kept
slering the fiest turn first, and finish-
ing in the twospol more olten than
expected,

Suddenly, as Seafair approached,
there were nol two but five boats capa-
ble of surprising performance.

SEAFAIR REGATTA -SEATTLE,
WASH,. - AUGLST S

Fifteen boats showed up for the Sea-
fair Regatta and a week of specd runs
in line weather. Came race day and
came miserable weather, Bul the rae-
ing was good, In fact, overall speeds
were highter than the rough water safe
Iy allowed,

Bardah! won the race rom Miss Exide
by .2 of o second. Bardah! also posted
the highest heat average speed ol
111.065 mph. Exide was second overall
and tied with Boardal! for points, Madi
gon, in third place, confirmed earlier
opinions aboul her steady performance
and Tahee Miss, fourth, was inching up
the ladder toward the leaders,

Rough water and the eclose finish
made this one of the most exciting races
ol the season. It also left the remainder
of the circuil much in doubt as to pos-
gible winners,

For the Tirst time since Miss Thiift-

s Ron Musson, Miss Bardahl's pilet, won the 1964 high point championship for drivers
off last year's victarious campaign with the 'Green Monster.’

way retived from racing, the sport had
eight hot boats capable of winning
rages. The final four events proved it.

GOVERNOR'S CUP=MADISON, INID,

SEPTEMBER 6

This race was no surprise, il was a
shock! How? Look al the heal winners.
Heat LA, Tahoe Miss: Heat 113, Miss U8,
Ve Heat 1C, Notre Dame; Heat 2A, Tahoe
Miss: Heat 2B, Miss Swmurnoff; Final,
Smirnoff.

Who T[inished first overalll Tahoe
Miss. Who finished ninth? Bardahl!

As for pollsters, speculalors and
punsters, all bets were off. Here was
Tahoe Mizs, the “Hard Luck Boat” ol
the season winning the 13th Annual
Governor's Cup from o 13-boat fleld!
Here was Bardaid, Queen of the Season,
rating  below  such  back-ofthe-pack
boals as Savair's Mist and Reostertail!
Here was Madison finishing third over-
all, moving into second place in high
point standings! Here was another
boal, Smirnoff, 1o add to the other eight
hot dogs!

Unlimited racing was open wider Lo
more (ast boals than al any Lime in its
long history. I this kind ol upset could
happen at Governor's Cup, it could
happen at President's Cup,

And it did,

PRESIDENT'S CUP - WASHINGTON,

D.C.— SEPTEMBER 13

There was that number again—13,
the boat field, There was that weather
again, bad. There was Lthal waler again

rough, In faetl, the water was s0 rough
that Netre Dame withdrew alter running
ane heat. The event was ripe lor upset,
and upsel oceurred,

Tahoe Misz won the first heal; Bar
dahl the second; Smirnoff the third;
Madizon the fourth: Tahoe Miss the fifth,
and Smirnof the Final.

With Tahoe Miss' speed and two heat
wins the natural assumption was that
she would win. But natural assump-
tions are not the stuff of which raeing
is made,

To the victory elrvele for the trophy
came a trivmphant Bill Cantrell and
Swmirnoff. To the pits with a DNF in
the Final went Tahoe Miss, again the
Hard Luck Boat,

Helinble Madison  placed  second
overall with Tahoe Miss third and Bard
hal fourth, As camps headed for Nevada
and Lake Tahoe, Bardahl and Madison
were fighting a duel of the caleulators,
Unless Bardoh! won or placed well at
Tahoe, Madison could move into the
High Point Championship spot.

HAKRAH'S TAHOE REGATTA

STATELINE, NEV. - SEPTEMBER 27

That doggedly insistent 13-boat lield
elimbed 6,200 feet to Lake Tahoe. There
they gloried in the magnificent natural
setting. There they cursed the altitude

(continued on page 32)
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THE GOLD CUp
Iretraody, ﬁllehi_::'un
July 5 Hu &

Wix
['-T == l]--"d-:lh'l!!l

Ron ¥ geson, deiver [—

THE DAKOTA CUP
Newtow, h ontly Dake |..|-J
July 25-26, 1964

“Winner
MIAS BARDAHL
Kon Mussen, driver

THL IMXIE CUP
Guntersville, Alabima
June 21 10GE o
. Whm :"
MISH NOTHE DAME
Bill I‘r‘[unr;:ey,dmnr

THE PRESIDENT'S CUP
Washi ||_r-r'|.|_|-pI A,
Seplember 13§, G-
Winner:

MI=S SMIRNOFF
Hill Canirel, driver

SAN DIEGO CUl?
San Dicgo, California
e inhor 2 2 idd
Wistner:
MARKINER T()
Warner Gardner, driver
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 SHARAIR REGATTA j
Seattle, Washing #
L August 9, lilm.?.'- "
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 Riateline, MPeandi.
- September 27, WL o0
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MISE BARDAHE
Ko Masson, driver

THE DIAMONT CUF
Cocyr d’Xlene, Idahg
Angusl 12, 1904
Winnars
MISS XD
Bill Brow. - driver

THE GOVERNOR'S/CUP/ ¢
3 Mdisom, Iudi:l.)l}'ﬁ
September 6, 1

B 13 [ e
TAHOE MISS
Chock Thompson, driver

1
Xy

Defending Unﬁ.mitatl Regatta Cup Holders For 19551|

e Az was the eage last year, unlimited cemps will again be compebing
an & fat, nineraee schecule o 1905 In 64, twenly boats partivipated
in the freefor-all for regatta traphiec and shown on these pages are
the six thal divided the spoils. These defending cup holders will he
hard pressed in 1963 tn keep possesgion of their well-earned hardware,
but none faces as difficult a task as National Chempion, Miss Bardahl
Bardahl was heevily decorated with laurels last yeat, colleeting four
cups, ineluding the most revered unlimited trophy of all —the Gold {_114;:-._“
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YEAR OF THE GREEN DRAGON

which dictated complete re-adjust
ment of carburetor, ignition, fuel pump,
ele, for boat performance. There, even.
tually, they raced each other and the
odds that Bordah! would win the re-
gatta the third year ina row,

The odds won. Bardah! won.

But the odds held on the Hard Luck
Boat, too, Tahoe Mizs blew an engine in
Heal 1B and, fresh out of additional
racing engines, also was oul of the race.
EBeing unable to perform in her name-
sake regatla was an ironie indignity for
i fine eraft,

Excepl for a heated, sustained duel
between Jerry Schoenith in Gaole V
and Billy Schumacher in & Bill, the
Tahoe heats and Final lncked exeite
ment as Bardahl won with 1,200 points,
winner of every heat she paced.

However, what the Tahoe Regpatta
lucked in sivzle, the new San Diego
event substituted.

MISSIHON BAY REGATTA

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. - OCTOBER 3

The final race of the 1964 season was
the newest race on the cirenit and
braved what unlimiteds had avoided
many years, a sull water course,

The by-now dedicated, inseparable,
unilterable 13:-boat field trundled to
the pits on beautiful Mission Bay, For
spectators the course was excellent,
For racers the lurns were judged a bit
tight, water depths a bit shallow,

speeds were expected high, and ful-
filled expectations. Exide scorched off
a 119498 mph run Lo establish the first
unlimited record on the course. Eagle
Electric managed two 117647 and 115.-
J84 mprh runs,

Bardahl, Mariner Too, Gale V, Smiroff,
Budweiser and Madison roared around
in the 110112 mph category Lo impress
spectators that unlimiteds were not
only big but fast.

By roace day Hoardah! was a favorite
on the basis ol previous wins, plus
garnering the High Point Champion-
ship at Tahoe. Yel it was any boat's
race. Every heat proved thal premise.

Mariner Too won Heot 1A: Budweiser,
1b and Bardah! 1C, Madison won Heat
2A, Bardah! 2B and Mariner Too came
to the wire as winner of the Final

It was the Final which proved Bar
dahl’s undoing, Mariner Too won with
1,100 poinls. Bardahl set o heat record
ol 113,660 mph; but Bardahd didn’t win
that all-important Final,

And that was that, not only lor the
Mission Bay Regatta, but for the entire
1964 unlimited season.
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HIGHLIGHTS, INCIDENTS AND
ACCIDENTS OF THE SEASON

Dixie Cup was distinguished as the
first race of the season and drew a 12-
boat lield, as against a T-boal lurnoul
in 1863, Jerry Schoenith in Gale V re-
turning to the pits to repair earburetor
trouble rammed some rocks —was lold,
“That's not the way to fix the carbure-
to, kid!" Five boats jumped the gun in
the Final. What o way NOT to go,

Gold Cup hosted the roughest water
of many a Detroit River Regatta, Every
boat handled badly. Biue Chip broke a
sponson by hitting a buoy in the lirst
heat. Muncey in Notre Dame pulled into
the infield while Musson in Bardalid slid
wide lo avoid hitting a pleasure boat
drifting in mid-course. The re-start of
this same heat found another pleasure
boat drifting mid-course at the starting
line! Chuck Thompson in Tahoe Miss

started liu'ﬂn-qum*l:rr.g of o lap behind
the field but caught the pack in the
final lap, an incredible feat of speed
in terrible water. Hudweiser tossed
driver Bob Schroeder lvom the cock:
pit and injured his knee on one of the
Lail guy wires.

Dakota Cup sported two worries; how
to cope with sudden 50 mph winds that
sweep and die within minutes on the
Dakola plains, and how to get drivers
from lodging lo pits 70 miles apart.
Ron Musson commuted by piloting his
own plane.

Diamond Cup found Bill Muncey
sidelined by ailment and Hex Man-

chester helming the Netre Dame. Win:
ner Bill Brow in Exide admitted using
shots of “laughing pas,” nitrous oxide,
to obtain power spurts when necessary,
“Ir it isn't Bundles for Britain, it's Ox-
{eontinued on page 35)

* Assistant Referee, Harry Woods (left); Unlimited Commissioner Loe Schoenith (eenter);
and Referee Bill Mowton (right). 1984 season wos ane of smoothest in histary, mainly due
to effarts of these throe men. Both referees, incidentally, were jackets from all camps at
various timos fo show impartiality — alse to ham it up.












