BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Ronald J. (Ron) Musson
Diriver Misgss Bardahl - (17-40)
1963-64 National Champion

Sy piloting the Miss Bardahl to another National High FPoint Championship during the
1964 season, Ron Musson brings to eleven the number of high point tities he has won
in his boat racing céresr of 20 vears. And as each racing ssason paszes, the 3i-year-
ald family man from Seattlz (wife, Betty, son, Bobby, 17 and daughters, [osetie 13

nd Michelle 1) gains tremendously in hydroplane racing stature even though not in
ize, 5'7" and 1535 counds.
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‘dusson has been driving unlimited hydros for only & vears but during that tims nss won
two high pzint championships, both for Bardahl, 1963-64. His other nine high point
titles were in "limited" class hydro racing as follows:

266 cu, tn. class - 1954, 55, 54, %7, 58
225 cu. in. class - 1957
135 cu, in. class - 1954, 55, &a

In additior to “high point" titles which are a result of compiled points wen at several
races during & season, Ron won seven limited class naticnal championship races
(single events in which the nation's top boats compete cach year}:

7 liter class - 13956
266 cu, in, class - 1954, 55, 58
225 ¢u. in. class - 1952, 53
135 cu. in. class - 1855

EBon's racing career actually started in Akron, Ohle, his home town, when ne was 15.
Says Ron, "Qut at the lake in my home town, they had pleasure boat races avery
summer., My Dad promoted them, so it was natural for me to get interested. 1 startec
running outboards. Didn't do anything great, but [ found it to be a lot of fun, and it
aort of crapt into my blood.™

In 1952 Ron went to a regatta in New Martinsville, West Virginia, Meriin Culver, a
past president of the American Power Boat Association, won the race in Mig 225 Cunbic
Inch, Yankee Doodle.

"1t wasn't a ‘claiming race', "Ron quips, "but I claimed Yankee Doodle, [ knew she
“ad won the national championship in the 225 Division the year beiore, and [ had just
watched her beat "Pop" Cooper's boat. 1 just had to have her."”

2o Ron bought Yankee Doodle and raced her all over the mid-West. In 1953 he took
the boat to Cincinnati for the national championships. Pulling into the pits after a

rin on the river, he tore the rudder off . Ron was sitting on the end of the dock several
hours later, dajected at the thought of missing the big race, when a fellow named Ray
Smith from 5t. Louis asked Ron if he'd like to take 2 run in a new boat he had just
curchased irom Dick Hallett (3 well-known race boat builder). Smith's driver hadn't
snown. Ron took a run and was selected to drive in the race.

"In the first heat I came in second to Dick Hallett (Hallett was driving anotaer of his
ooats in the race). Just before he went out for the second heat, Orville Smith, our
crew chie?, told me if I don't win this one, I should just keep rignt on going down the
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