HISTORY OF MISS BARDAHL

By the end of 1956, Bardahl had been sponsoring several race cars and a few small
race boats, and had baen at Indianapolis already for six years, Indianapolis was
drawing around 180-200,000 spectators and interest wag relatively high all over the
world. But when it was noted that Gold Cup unlimited hydroplane races {held that year
in Seattle) drew between 250-300,000 persons plus a live television audience of over
500,000, it was decided that there should be a Bardahl entry in that kind of racing too.

3o Bardahl began looking around at several of the big race boats to see if perhaps one
could be sponsared for the upcoming season, and on February 12, 1357 Bardahl official-
ly released the news: "The additive oil and chemical company will sponsor Norm
Christiansens' Seattle-built U-4 {The "Tempest”) during 1957..... ¥

The U-4 was renamed the "aliss Bardahl," was painted black, green and yellow, was
powerad by an Allison G6 aircraft engine, and made its debut at a race called "The
Apple Cup" on Lake Chelan in north central Washington State, The driver was Norm
Evans of Chelan, a "limited" hydro veteran, who pilotad the boat all through that
season.

IMiss Bardahl, U-4, 1957 Record:
May 5 - Apple Cup, Chelan, Washington - Did Naot Finish
Tuly 21 - Mile High 1iapes Gold Cup, Lake Tahoz ~ 4th
August 11 - Gold Cup, Seattle - DNF :
Oct, 12-13 - Sahara Cup, Lake iMead, Nev. - 4th (tled Maverick]

The boats doing most of the winning in 1957 were built and designed by Ted Jones,
known at that time as "Mr. Hydroplane Himself,” 5o based upon this knowledge and
spurred on by the mediocre success of the first Miss Bardahl, a new boat was ordered
from Jones to be build specifically for Bardahl for the 135¢ season.

The new boat was finished oﬁly 'ciays before its first race, again the Apple Cup, and
was christened and placed in water for the first time at Lake Chelan. Norm Evans was
again signed as pilot and drove the U-40 to a win,

wiss Bardahl, U-40, 1952 Record:

{(National Champion)
May 12 - Apple Cup, Chelan, Washington - ist
June 28 - Diamoend Cup, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho - DNF
{Tust before the Diamond Cup, a new driver, Mira Slovak, was
signed and drove for Bardahl the remainder of the season.)
July 27 - Mapes Trophy, Lake Tahoe - 2nd
August 10 - Gold Cup, Seattle ~ DNF
August 23 - Silver Cup, Detroit - 3rd
September 7 - Buffalo Launch Club Regatta, Buffalo, N.Y. - lst
September 21 ~ President's Cup, Washington I.C. - 3rd
September 22 - American Speedboat Champlonship, Wash. D.C., - lst
October 4-5 - Governor's Cup, Madison, Indiana - 3rd
October 23 - Sahara Cup, Lake Mead - Znd

The Miss Bardahl in her first year had captured the National High Point Championship
and a8 new nickname - the “Green Dragon." In preparation for defense of her title in

1959, her crew converted the Green Dragon from Allison to Rolls Royce engines. Al-

though Allisons were a little more relieble, the "Rolls” engines were faster and were
winning more races.
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